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Thirdly we think it no little shame to all you that note your-
selves and have been taken of the nobility to suffer such a villain
as Aske is, having neither wit nor experience, to subscribe to the
letter sent to our said cousin of Norfolk before you all, as though
he were your ruler and guide. Where is your nobility become?
And it were not extinct, you could not suffer such a villain to be
amongst you, or to be privy to any of your affairs, which was
never esteemed in any of our courts nor in any other place within
our whole realm, but for a common pedlar in the law. And
surely we and all our nobles here take your hands greatly touched
by the same, and think verily it is only his filed tongue and
flattery, with false surmises, that hath thus deceived you, and
brought him in this unfitting and ungoodly estimation among you.

Finally, our pleasure is, you shall advertise them that we
be as much inclined to show our clemency and mercy unto
them as ever was prince to his subjects in such a case, so as we
may first perceive in them an aptness and disposition to seek and
receive the same, which every reasonable man must needs grant
to be meet and convenient. And that unless they will permit
our subjects to have free recourse unto us leave the interception
of our letters to our said subjects and of theirs to us, withdraw
their men from our towns and castles which perforce they do
now keep, contrary to the duties of good subjects, restore the
ship that was sent to Evers, and no further to molest the said
Evers, and like true subjects submit themselves unto us, confirm-
ing the same submission with their deeds and proceedings, we
intend not that my Lord of Norfolk shall commune any further
with them, but to stay him till we may know by your answer
to these, to be sent to our said cousin of Norfolk, whether we
shall repute them as good and true subjects or as our traitors
and rebels. . . .

At the beginning of December the leaders met at Fomfret
and defined their grievances and demands. No longer could the
King complain of their vagueness and general terms. The
heresies and heretical works of Luther, Wyclif, Huss and others
were to be destroyed. The supremacy of the Church touching
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